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MY VISITS TO CUBA  over the past several years have given me the opportunity 

to establish unlikely friendships while immersing myself in the daily life and customs 

of the Cuban people. The photographs in this exhibition go beyond the mundane 

to reveal a candid interpretation of a strong-willed, hospitable and sincere people 

whose passion for life is inspiring. 

Cuba has a history of a thriving social fabric rich with cultural diversity. On the 

surface, this has diminished in recent decades. However, despite economic 

hardships and challenging living conditions, life is still embraced and enjoyed. 

The environment, visually frozen in time, that once showcased regal architecture 

and opulence, is now neglected — its buildings worn, decaying and in disrepair. 

Remnants of the past overshadow what is beyond the surface. 

The deteriorating dwellings with their imposed limitations do not reflect the inner 

spirit of the occupants. Although families still adhere to customs and social mores, 

they have adopted a contemporary mindset. The infusion of modern sensibility 

blended with traditional beliefs, the old and the new, along with constant change, 

has served to foster and sustain a vibrant culture.

What may at first glance seem lifeless, does not accurately portray the Cuban 

people. I invite you to explore the images and contemplate the depth of what might 

appear depraved and foreign, yet is universally relevant to our own existence.

Beneath the surface, lies the beauty within.

Cover: The Study, Archival Photograph, 33" x 27.5" 

Back Cover: Notes on A Doorway, Archival Photograph, 33" x 23.75” 
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La Cocina, Archival Photograph, 33" x 27.5"



Curbside Calle Cuba, Archival Photograph, 33" x 27.5" Sticks and Stones, Archival Photograph, 33" x 27.5"Cafe 100, Archival Photograph, 33" x 27.5"



C ATA L O G  O F  W O R K S

Notes on a Doorway,  2013,  33" x 23.75"

The Study,  2013,  41" x 29.5"

Hay alquien en casa?  2013,  41" x 29.5"

La Cocina,  2013,  1" x 29.5"

A Little Before Nine,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

The Anniversary Dance,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

This Day,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

Laundry Day,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

The Artist’s Kitchen,  2015,  33” x 23.75"

Her Bedroom,  2014,  41" x 29.5"

Cafe 100,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

Before the Dance,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

The Good Boy,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

Curbside Calle Cuba,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

Sticks and Stones,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

The Alter and Remembrance of Things,  2015,  33" x 23.75"

Carnival,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

The Room I Have Always Known,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

The Sleeping Prophet,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

The Wave,  2014,  33" x 23.75"

Price list available upon request or contact Karin at: info@karinfordewhittemore.com

KARIN CAME INTO MY CLASSROOM IN 2011 , still relatively new to digital 

photography but well-versed in photography as a medium, and with a strong eye for 

composition. She distinguished herself early on (among an incredibly talented group 

of students) as an artist willing to embrace her projects whole-heartedly, following 

them through to fruition and interested above all in making good work. Her final 

project, "The Games People Play," was a lovely foray into macro photography that 

visually attuned the viewer to our collective memories of childhood, making solid 

use of both meticulous craftsmanship and Karin's delightful sense of humor in the 

process.

Since then, Karin has become a photographer of great breadth and depth, and it 

has been a singular pleasure to see her gain the recognition that she deserves. Her 

work in Cuba is nothing less than stunning, and reflects her innate sensibilities as a 

photographer. These kinds of images, made by a foreigner in a developing country, 

have all the possibility in the world of showing a social and societal distance between 

the artist and her subjects that many viewers find difficult and troubling. However, in 

"Cuba! Cuba!" Karin imbues her subjects with the same dignity and grace that we 

see in all her work; rather than an uncomfortable sense of "the other" in her imagery, 

we find thoughtful and genuine representations. 

An ultimately compassionate and intuitive photographer, Karin brings the same keen 

eye, talent, and thoughtful heart to all of her subjects. I have no doubt that she will 

continue to impress and intrigue us all as we share her journey.

LINDSAY ELGIN

Instructor and former Advisor, RISD|CE Digital Photography Certificate Program

Photographer, Digital Technologies, Brown University Library

J O U R N E Y  T O  C U B A

KARIN FORDE WHITTEMORE  has a Digital Photography Certificate from Rhode Island 

School of Design. She is a member of local and national art clubs and associations. Her  

photographs have been exhibited in galleries throughout New England and are held in 

private collections. She has received numerous awards, including being selected for 

Communication Arts Magazine’s Photography Annual. 
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Lisa Lyman Adams: Co-curator

Anthony P. DeAngelis II: Design consultant

Artist's proceeds will be donated to Angelina and her family  
to build a new home in Cuba.


